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INTRODUCTION 


lives of millions of people with the Catholic Spanish Inquisi- 

tion, the most just and benign tribunal of its time. Tn fact, as 
this pamphlet proves, the world is indebted to the Catholic Church 
for establishing the tribunal of the Inquisition. 


Nite the Church, nor Spain has to apologize for saving the 


“In fact, the Inquisition did not intervene in order to excite the 
populace, rather, on the contrary, it intervened in order to defend the 
‘presumed’ witches. In troubled and volatile areas, the inquisitor pre- 
sented himself at the place followed by members of his tribunal, and 
with frequency, with a squadron of armed guards. The first thing the 
armed guards did was to re-establish order and send the blood-thirsty 
crowd back to their homes. 


The next thing, and taking all the time necessary to do so, it initi- 
ated the process, making all the necessary verifications, and carrying 
out the legal procedure whose rigor and fairness we ought to take as an 
example.” (This was the Inquisition. The word ‘inquisition’ comes 
from ‘inquiry’, finding the truth). “Jn the great majority of cases, as all 
the historical investigations prove, the said process did not end up with 
an execution, but with an absolution or with a warning, or with the im- 
position of a religious penance. The ones at risk of ending badly were 
those who, after the sentences had been passed, cried out, ‘Down with 
the witch! Down with the witch!’ 


As one can see, in this case the historical truth hardly counts for 
anything when one treats of the defamation of Catholics either past or 
present” (Vittorio Messori, Leyendas Negras de la Iglesia, 1, 10, 
Inquisidores. Mr. Vittorio Messori is a world renowned journalist, 
known for his outspoken commentary on historical and current events. 
His popularity is based on his brave proclamation of the bare truth.). 


The following quote from Dr. Leo Moulin, Professor of History and 
Sociology at the University of Brussels for 50 years, author of many 
books and one of the most prestigious intellectuals in Europe, confirms 
that there is an anti-christian propaganda campaign to make Catholics 
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feel guilty for things they have no reason to feel guilty about. And Pro- 
fessor Moulin is an agnostic! 


“Pay attention to this incredulous old man who knows what he 
says: The masterpiece of anti-christian propaganda is that it has suc- 
ceeded in creating in Christians, 


above all in Catholics, a bad conscience, instilling in them 
embarrassment, if not shame, of their own history. 


With persistent insistence from the Reformation until our time they 
have managed to convince you that you are responsible for all or al- 
most all the evils in the world. 


They have paralyzed you in masochistic self-blame 
to neutralize the criticism of that which has taken your place. 


You have allowed everybody to pass you the bill, frequently falsi- 
fied, almost 


without challenging it. 


There has not been an historical problem, error or suffering which 
has not been imputed to you and you, almost always ignorant of your 
past, have ended up believing it, to the point of supporting it. On the 
contrary, I (agnostic, but also an historian who tries to be objective) 
tell you that you should react in the name of truth. In fact, often it is not 
true. But if in some cases it is, it is also true that in the balance of 
twenty centuries of Christianity, the lights prevail largely over the 
shadows. Then why not ask for an account from those who ask it from 
you? Perhaps the results of that which has come after have been bet- 
ter? 


That shameful lie which they call the ‘Dark Ages’ only because they 
were inspired by the Gospel! Why then, is all that is left to us from those 
times is such a fascinating beauty and wisdom? Even in history the law 
of cause and effect is valid” (Tbid., 1, Sentimientos de culpa). 


To add to the problem is the fact that, “There are religious, priests 
and even bishops, who led protest movements against the celebrations 
of the Fifth Centennial of the Iberian ‘Conquista’ of 1492: listening to 
them, it seems it would have been much better to have left the natives of 
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the Americas with their traditional bloody idolatrous cults, without 
‘bothering them’ with the announcement of the Gospel. 


Thus, we have before us the spectacle of men of the Church deter- 
mined to defame, as much as they can, what their own Church did in 
the past, without conceding her any extenuating historical circum- 
stances and not even attempting to discern truth from calumny, the 
‘black legend’ from concrete facts. 


And while Catholics go about flagellating themselves, the Indians 
go over to the cults of the North American missionaries: those who 
would have more reason to accuse themselves, being that, in contrast to 
the Iberian colonization, which despite its errors and horrors, resulted 
in the co-identification of the cultures, while the Anglo-Saxon coloniza- 
tion resulted in genocide, where the Indian is acceptable only once he 
is dead [The only good Indian is a dead Indian]. 


Yet the ‘gringo’ Protestant pastors make no self-criticism; they an- 
nounce (in their own way) Christ, forgiveness, salvation and eternal 
life; and this is what matters to the descendants of the Indians. And so 
in Central and South America some 40 million people have abandoned 
Catholicism. And each day many more choose the same path” (Tbid., I, 
16, Entre Sudamerica y Europa del Norte). 


Cardinal Biffi, Archbishop of Bologna, in the same book, Leyendas 
Negras, writes, “When a young man, having received a Christian edu- 
cation from his family and his parish community, begins to feel 
ashamed of the history of his Church on account of some apodictive as- 
sertions of some professor or some text, he finds himself in danger of 
losing his faith. 


What characterizes especially our time is the principle that you 
should not react: the rhetoric of dialogue no matter what happens, an 
ill-understood irenism, a rare species of ecclesial masochism seem to 
inhibit all the natural defenses of Christians in such a way that the 
virulence of the pathological elements can accomplish their devasta- 
tions without obstacles. 


It is necessary that we realize once and for all the accumulation 
of arbitrary opinions, substantial defamations and authentic lies that 
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weigh down, above all, that which historically pertains to the Church. 
We are besieged literaily with malice and deceit: 


The majority of Catholics do not notice it, nor want to notice it. 


If I receive a blow on the right cheek, evangelical perfection pro- 
poses that I offer the left. But if it is an attack against the truth, the 
same evangelical perfection obliges me to dedicate myself to re-estab- 
lish it: because where the respect for truth is extinguished, then any 
path whatever to salvation begins to close itself off to men. 


As I have repeatedly said the most radical problem as a conse- 
quence of de-christianization is not, in my opinion, the loss of faith, but 
the loss of reason: to return to thinking without prejudices is already a 
great step forward to again discover Christ and the plan of the Father” 
(Ibid., Preface). 


PARTI 
COMMONLY BELIEVED MYTHS 


#1. The Myth of the Communist Paradise on Earth 


TRUTH. Today we have a very good example of the manipulation 
of history by Communism with their distortion and falsification of 
facts. For the past several years Russia has been rewriting her history 
books, showing that what they had taught for the past 70 years as true, 
in actuality was false. In fact, the peasants and the workers rebelled 
against Communism and were massacred by the millions. 


The newspapers in Russia have made it common knowledge that 
during the communist period all the Russian Orthodox bishops were 
members of the KGB. While at the same time, a Russian presidential 
commission report released in November 1996 charged that 200,000 
clergy were murdered under Soviet rule in a horrific cycle of crucifix- 
ions, scalpings, and torture. “Clergymen were crucified on churches’ 
holy gates, shot, strangled, and doused in water in winter until they 
froze to death,” said Alexander Yakovlev, chairman of the Commission 
for the Rehabilitation of the Victims of Political Repression. 


The massacre of millions of people is the real truth in contrast to 
what had been called the “Peoples’ Paradise.” 


#2. The Myth of “Bloody Mary” vs. “Good Queen Bess” 


TRUTH. In his book, A History of the Reformation of England and 
Ireland, the Protestant historian William Cobbett speaks of the decep- 
tive way in which Queen Mary Tudor and Queen Elizabeth I of En- 
gland have been portrayed in their own English histories. 


Concerning the two monarchs he says, “Her reign our deceivers 
have taught us to call the reign of ‘Bloody Mary,’ while they have 
taught us to call that of her sister the ‘Golden Days of Good Queen 
Bess.’ They have taken good care never to tell us that for every drop of 
blood that Mary shed Elizabeth shed a pint; that the former gave up ev- 
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ery fragment of plunder of which the deeds of her predecessors had put 
her in possession, and that the latter resumed this plunder again, and 
took from the poor every pittance which had by oversight been left to 
them; that the former never changed her religion, and that the latter 
changed from Catholic to Protestant, then to Catholic again, and then 
back to Protestant, that the former punished people for departing from 
the religion in which she and their fathers had been born, and to which 
she had always adhered; and the latter punished people for not depart- 
ing from the religion of her and their fathers, and which religion, too 
she herself professed and openly lived in even at the time of her corona- 
tion. Yet we have been taught to call the former ‘bloody’ and the latter 
‘good!’ And is it not time, then, that this deception too injurious to our 
Catholic fellow-subjects and so debasing to ourselves, should cease?” 
(William Cobbett, A History of the Reformation of England and Ire- 
land, #223). 


Another Protestant historian William Prescott says of Elizabeth I of 
England: “Elizabeth, inheriting a large share of the bold and bluff King 
Harry’s temperament, was haughty, arrogant, coarse, and irascible; 
Elizabeth was desperately selfish; she was incapable of forgiving, not 
merely a real injury, but the slightest affront to her vanity; and she was 
merciless in exacting retribution” (William Prescott, History of the 
Reign of Ferdinand and Isabella, Vol. Il, Chpt. 16). 


#3. The Myth of the Vicious, Criminal, Bloodthirsty Irish 


TRUTH. From the time of the Protestant Revolt outright calumnies 
about the Irish were spread to make them look like vicious, criminal, 
bloodthirsty people. In a speech that Oliver Cromwell gave in Dublin 
ptior to setting out to meet the Irish in battle he spoke, “of the great 
work against the barbarous and blood-thirsty Irish” (Antonia Fraser, 
Cromwell, Our Chief of Men, Chpt. 13, Ireland: effusion of blood). 


The English invaders saw themselves as, “Israelites about to extir- 
pate the idolatrous inhabitants of Canaan” and that their peace and 
tranquillity “had been rudely disturbed by the vicious actions of the na- 
tive Irish population who thus deserved the retribution which was now 
falling upon them, or as Milton was to put it: the Irish by their own 
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former demerits and provocations had been ‘justly made the vassals of 
England’. This was the vast importance then of the legend, growing 
with the years, of the Irish massacre of 1641; it had lost nothing in the 
telling in the intervening eight years and, as will be seen, was certainly 
believed implicitly by Cromwell amongst others. It provided the moral 
basis for the fresh English colonization that was now intended along 
lines graphically expressed in the declaration of Parliament of Febru- 
ary 1642: ‘that the country will be replanted with many noble families 
of this nation, and of the Protestant religion.’ 


But of course this English attitude stretched historically far further 
back than 1641...Cromwell, in his crusading speeches and letters, was 
expressing the habit of mind not only of his own Protestant contempo- 
raries, but also of preceding hordes of Englishmen’ (Tbid.). 


The problems in Northern Ireland today originate from this Protes- 
tant attitude toward the Irish. In the next section of this work we will 
see to a greater extent the magnitude of the persecution against the 
Irish, which was in reality based on their fidelity to their Catholic Faith. 


#4, The Myth of the Native American oppression and slaughter 
by the Spaniards 


TRUTH. The widespread slaughter and oppression of the Native 
Americans by the Spaniards throughout the evangelization of America 
is something many histories have falsely claimed. However, facts prove 
that it was the English, and not the Spanish who had this attitude and 
policy toward the Native Americans. What are these facts? 


The vast majority of the people in Mexico and in Central and South 
America is a whole new race of people formed by the intermarriages 
between Spaniards and Native Indians. The Spaniards considered the 
Natives Indians equal to themselves to such an extent that they inter- 
married. “From then on measures appeared that had never been im- 
planted during the colonial period to impede ‘el mestizaje’, the cultural 
and racial mixture. While the Church was approving and encouraging 
mixed marriages, the liberal governments opposed them and frequently 
prohibited them” (Messoti, Leyendas Negras, 1, 8, Leyenda negra/7) 
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By contrast, in North America where the English settled, there is no 
new race of people. In fact, up to this. very day we have in the United 
States of America something called “Indian Reservations,” where the 
Indians live apart from the rest of society. This can be traced back to the 
attitude of the English who did not consider the natives equal enough to 
marry them. (The same thing happened in India and the other countries 
that the English colonized). 


The history of the American government in regards to treaties made 
and broken with the American Indians is appalling and shameful. The 
fact that Indian Reservations exist to this day and that there is still 
much ill will among American Indians towards the American govern- 
ment is proof that the maltreatment of the Native Americans is true, but 
their oppressors were the English settlers and not the Spaniards. 


As to the charges that the Spaniards went to the New World only to 
plunder, the Protestant historian William Prescott has this to say about 
Queen Isabel the Catholic’s main interest, “/t would not be giving a fair 
view of the great objects proposed by the Spanish sovereigns in their 
schemes of discovery, to omit one which was paramount to all the rest, 
with the queen at least, the propagation of Christianity among the hea- 
then. She neglected no means for the furtherance of the good work, 
through the agency of missionaries exclusively devoted to it, who were 
to establish their residence among the natives, and win them to the true 
faith by their instructions, and the edifying example of their own lives” 
(William Prescott, Chpt. IX, Spanish Colonial Policy). 


Queen Isabel made it clear that she did not want anyone to force the 
natives to become Christians, but to explain the Christian Faith to them 
well so that its inherent divine beauty would attract them. 


When Columbus felt disheartened because people were complain- 
ing that the expeditions were at great cost but little gain, Queen Isabel 
“told him that she would continue the experiment for the glory of God 
and His Church, even if the islands yielded nothing but rocks and 
stones. She had spent more money, she said, on enterprises of less im- 
portance, and would consider all she had disbursed well employed, for 
it would result in the spread of the Catholic religion and the good of 
Spain” (William Thomas Walsh, Isabella of Spain, Chpt. XXX). 
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The American Protestant historian, Philip Wayne Powell, in his 
book, Tree of Hate, writes, “But the centuries of Spanish imperial 
power created a host of enemies who, mixing fear, envy, and the intense 
hatreds of religious conflict, made Spain and Spaniards the first to feel 


the impact of the printing press propaganda weapon. Spanish power 


was the target of devastating attacks, which launched a Western fash- 
ion of denigrating Spain, Spaniards, and most of their works — 
propagandas which became entrenched as History” (Powell, Tree of 
Hate, Preface). 


He goes on to say that, “It is the greatest misfortune that the myths 
of hispanophobia, in the West generally and in our own country par- 
ticularly, bear the stamp of intellectual respectability” (Ibid., Chpt 1). 
He also points out that the attempts to expose these errors “have never 
kept pace with the spread of ‘big lies’ purposely designed for appeal to 
or manufacture of wide popular prejudice” (Ibid.). 


Few people know that only 13 years after Cortes’ victory in 
Mexico, Spain established the first college in America, and its first uni- 
versity came into being only 19 years later. In a relatively short span, 
Mexican Indians crossed the Atlantic to teach in the universities of Eu- 
rope (Most Rev. Francis Kelley, Blood-Drenched Altars; A Catholic 
Commentary on the History of Mexico, Chpt.6, Education). This is un- 
surpassed by the English or any other colonial power. 


The natives of Spanish America were specially cared for and pro- 
tected both by the Spanish government and by the Church. However, 
“at the beginning of the 19th century the bourgeoisie of European ori- 
gin, fought to free itself from the Spanish crown and from the Church, 
and thus have a free hand to exploit the Indians, without any distur- 
bance from the governors in Madrid and the religious. It was a ‘libera- 
tion movement’ but only for the white privileged class” (Messori, 
Leyendas Negras, Ul, 17, Cristeros). The exploitation in Spanish 
America took place after the power and influence of the Church and 
Spain had been successfully checked. 


#5. The Myth that Legal Abortion is the Will of the People 


TRUTH. Dr. Bernard Nathanson, one of the founders of the Na- 
tional Association for the Repeal of the Abortion Laws in the U.S. in 
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1968 and personally responsible for 75,000 abortions, in a recent article 
revealed the deceptive and manipulative tactics used to legalize abor- 
tion. The tactics were so incredibly outrageous that it is worth hearing 
his own words. He says the following: “Knowing that if a true poll 
were taken, we would be soundly defeated, we simply fabricated the re- 
sults of fictional polls. We announced to the media that we had taken 
polls and that 60% of Americans were in favor of permissive abortion. 
This is the tactic of the self-fulfilling lie. Few people care to be in the 
minority. 


We aroused enough sympathy to sell our program of permissive 
abortion by fabricating the number of illegal abortions done annually 
in the U.S. The actual figure was approaching 100,000, but the figure 
we gave to the media repeatedly was 1,000,000. Repeating the big lie 
often enough convinces the public. The number of women dying from 
illegal abortions was around 200-250 annually. The figure we con- 
stantly fed to the media was 10,000. These false figures took root in the 
consciousness of Americans convincing many that we needed to crack 
the abortion law. Another myth we fed to the public through the media 
was that legalizing abortion would mean that the abortions taking 
place illegally would then be done legally. In fact, of course, abortion is 
now being used as a primary method of birth control in the U.S. and the 
annual number of abortions has increased by 1500% since legaliza- 
tion. 


We systematically vilified the Catholic Church and its ‘socially 
backward ideas’ and picked on the Catholic hierarchy as the villain in 
opposing abortion. This theme was played endlessly. We fed the media 
such lies as ‘we all know that opposition to abortion comes from the hi- 
erarchy and not from most Catholics’ and ‘polls prove time and again 
that most Catholics want abortion law reform.’ And the media drum- 
fired all this into the American people, persuading them that anyone op- 
posing permissive abortion must be under the influence of the Catholic 
hierarchy and that Catholics in favor of abortion are enlightened and 
forward-looking. An inference of this tactic was that there were no non- 
Catholic groups opposing abortion. The fact that other Christian reli- 
gions were (and still are) monolithically opposed to abortion was con- 
stantly suppressed, along with pro-life atheists’ opinions. 
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Dr. Nathanson states that it is important to understand the tactics 
employed because they “have been used throughout the western world 
with one permutation or another, in order to change the abortion law.” 
In fact, repetition of the ‘big lie’ is an old tactic employed by the en- 


-emies of the Church to distort history and attack the Church. 


#6. The Myth of the Spanish Inquisition 


TRUTH. In a recent documentary produced by the BBC called, 
The Myth of the Spanish Inquisition, historians are now discovering 
that the common notion of the Spanish Inquisition as some horrible, fa- 
natical, all-encompassing blood-thirsty monster could not be further 
from the truth. Their conclusions come from the first-time-ever study 
of the actual cases taken from the archives of the Inquisition itself. 


It was discovered that every one of the cases of the Inquisition had 
its own file which were detailed and exhaustive. What makes the files 
all the more valuable is that they were never intended for the public. 
They were internal records, therefore there was no attempt to white- 
wash facts. All of the files from sources around Spain have been gath- 
ered together in archives. Views (even of the ones who were presenting 
the program) concerning the Inquisition have been changed by opening 
up the archives. Professor Henry Kamen from the Higher Council for 
Scientific Research stated that studying the archives of the Inquisition 
“demolished the previous image that all of us had.” 


The documentary admits that previous images of the Inquisition 
had been conjured up by Catholic Spain’s Protestant enemies when it 
was apparent that they could not defeat Spain on the battlefield. With 
the invention of the printing press, “the Protestants were able to fight a 
new type of war.” The polemic needed a focus and so the Inquisition 
was chosen as the focus of the propaganda campaign and “a myth was 
in the making.” 


According to the BBC, all the different false accusations against the 
Catholic Church and the Inquisition came together in a document 
called, “A Discovery and playne Declaration of sundry and subtill 
practices of the Holy Inquisition of Spayne” written in 1567 by a cer- 
tain Montanus who was masquerading as a Protestant victim of the In- 
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quisition. Within one year it was translated into English, French, Ger- 
man and Dutch. By identifying with a victim it brought the supposed 
horrors of the inquisition vividly alive and brought to the world an im- 
age of the Inquisition which has persisted ever since. Montanus suc- 
cessfully associated the Inquisition forever with the horrors of the tor- 
ture chamber, something which the BBC points out, never existed. 


Torture was used in the courts of all of Europe (see appendix on 
various tortures used in other parts of Europe) at that time. In England 
you could be executed for damaging shrubs in a common garden. In 
France you could be disemboweled for sheep-stealing, and in Germany 
you could have your eyes gouged out for returning from banishment. 
As Professor Stephen Haliczer of Northern University of Illinois veri- 
fies, the Inquisition used none of these methods and in fact, “the Inqui- 
sition made use of torture very infrequently.” In the more than 7,000 
cases he studied only 2% used any torture at all and for no more than15 
minutes, less than 1% suffered torture more than once, and no one suf- 
fered torture more than twice. “The Inquisition compared to other tri- 
bunals in other countries has virtually a clean record in respect to tor- 
ture.” 


The documentary stresses that the Catholic Spanish Inquisition was 
governed by very strict manuals of procedure which spelled out what 
could and could not be done. Anyone breaking the rules was sacked. 
The inquisitors were interrogators, but restrained interrogators, skepti- 
cal of the usefulness of hardship and torture. “By contrast to the other 
tribunals of Europe, they emerge as almost enlightened.” 


The ‘reformers’ also spread propaganda about the outrageous and 
horrific conditions of the Inquisition’s prisons, but as Professor Kamen 
points out, Ironically, the Inquisition has probably the best jails in 
Spain.” Professor Haliczer reports, “J found instances of prisoners in 
secular criminal courts blaspheming in order to get into the Inquisition 
prison.” 

The BBC also notes that from 1450 to 1750 there was a terrible per- 
secution of witchcraft in all of Europe. At the merest accusation of hor- 
rible crimes such as killing babies or sleeping with the devil, women 
were tortured or burned at the stake. The gravity of the alleged accusa- 
tion justified the brutal response. 
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The Inquisition had a different approach. They were university law- 
yers and not even always priests. If a woman was accused of alling a 
baby they would say, “Where is the baby? How many did she kill? 
Where are their bodies?” In other words, if no evidence was found they 


would let the woman go. The inquisitors said that witchcraft was a de- 


lusion, and in fact no one could be tried or burnt for it. 


Another myth about the Inquisition was that it was this super om- 
nipotent all-encompassing power that controlled the minds and the 
lives of all the people. As the records show this is far from the truth. 
Though it had influence it had to compete with the authority of the 
State, the other Church authorities, and the aristocracy. Tt never was an 
overall power. And besides when one considers that four-fifths of the 
people in Spain at that time lived in the countryside and that during the 
winter the roads were impassable, and that a handful of men were re- 
sponsible for thousands of square miles, it happened that most peasants 
never even saw an inquisitor throughout their entire lives. 


Probably the greatest myths about the Inquisition concerns how 
many people it put to death. As Professor Kamen notes from his re- 
search, “Fewer people died from heresy in Spain than in any other 
Western country.” In all of the 16th century in Spain and America 
the Inquisition, “executed maybe forty or fifty people.” However the 
virulence with which the other countries of Europe punished their her- 
etics is a story seldom told. 


The documentary concludes that, “By the 18th century the career of 
the Inquisition was over but its myth was indestructible. The legend 
grew and throughout the centuries became more and more divorced 
from reality.” 


“Myth can only be destroyed by fact, and the fact is, that only 
between 3,000 to 5,000 people were killed in the 350 years of the In- 
quisition. During that same period 150,000 witches alone were 
burnt for heresy in the rest of Europe.” 


The amazing thing about this BBC program dedicated to the Span- 
ish Catholic Inquisition is that it is the official television channel of En- 
gland, England being traditionally, since the time of Henry VUL the 
source of most of the virulent accusations against Catholic Spain. 
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PART 


THE ENGLISH PROTESTANT “INQUISITION” 
WITH NO INQUISITION 


1. The English Protestant Inquisition (and for that matter, any 
other non-Catholic “inquisition”) was never really an “inquisition” be- 
cause there was no proper and fair “inquiry.” 


2. The Protestant historian, William Cobbett in his book, A His- 
tory of the Protestant Reformation in England and Ireland, describes 
the gross inhumane treatment and the suspension of basic human rights 
of Catholics, which were formalized in acts of Parliament in England 
during the persecution of Catholics for keeping their faith. “We have 
seen the king and his ministers authorised to imprison any one they 
chose to imprison, in any gaol that they chose, in any dungeon that they 
chose, to keep the imprisoned person from all communication with 
friends, wives, husbands, fathers, mothers and children, to prevent 
them from the use of pen, ink, paper, and books, to deny them the right 
of being confronted with their accusers, to refuse them a specification 
of their offence, and the names of their accusers; without any trial, still 
without stating to them the names of the witnesses against them, or 
even the nature of their offence (Cobbett, #329) ! 


3. “The famous act of Edward the Third, for the security of the 
people against unfounded charges of high treason, was wholly set 
aside, Numerous things were made high treason which were never be- 
fore thought criminal at all. The trials were for a long while a mere 
mockery, and at last they were altogether, in many cases laid aside and 
the accused were condemned to death, not only without being ar- 
raigned and heard in their defense, but in numerous cases without be- 
ing apprised of the crimes or pretended crimes for which they were be- 
ing executed” (Ibid., # 114). 


4. Cobbett, (remember, a Protestant) also describes the villainous 
means used to unjustly accuse the monks and nuns and thereby have 
grounds to confiscate the monasteries in order to eradicate the Catholic 
Church and to fatten the royal treasures and the King’s friends. “Jn or- 


EDN VEEL 


o_mmmm—mmmonnna Why Apologize for the Spanish Inquisition? === 


der to begin the ‘godly reformation’, that is to say, the work of plunder, 
the ‘Viceregent’ set on foot a visitation of the monasteries. The kingdom 
was divided into districts for this purpose, and two deputies were ap- 
pointed to visit each district. The object was to obtain grounds of accu- 
sation against the monks and nuns. The visitation of these monsters, 
who came with the threat of the tyrant on their lips, who menaced the 
victims with charges of high treason, who wrote in their reports, not 
what was, but what their merciless employers wanted them to write” 
(Ibid., #159). 


5. “An Act of Parliament was passed in March, 1536, for the sup- 
pression, that is to say, confiscation, of three hundred and seventy-six 
monasteries, and for granting their estates, real and personal, to the 
King and his heirs (Ibid., #162)! ...Here was a breach of the Magna 
Charta in the first place, a robbery of the monks and nuns in the next 
place, and, in the third place a robbery of the indigent, the widow, the 
orphan and the stranger. The parties robbed, even the actual possess- 
ors of the property, were never heard in their defence; there was no 
charge against any particular convent; the charges were loose and 
general, and leveled against all convents whose revenues did not ex- 
ceed a certain sum. This alone was sufficient to show that the charges 
were false; for who will believe that the alleged wickedness extended to 
all whose revenues did not exceed a certain sum, and that, when those 
revenues got above that point, the wickedness stopped? It is clear that 
the reason for stopping at that point was that there was yet something 
to be done with the nobles and gentry before a seizure of the great mon- 
asteries could be safely attempted” (Ibid., #168). 


6. The Spanish Catholic Inquisition, with its careful legal inquiry, 
prevented all these illegal abuses and, in doing so, defended and pro- 
vided for the poor masses. 


7. [Thomas] “Cromwell had obtained enormous wealth from his 
several offices, as well as from the plunder of the Church and the poor. 
He had got about thirty of the ‘estates’ belonging to the monasteries; 
his house, or rather, palace, was gorged with the fruits of the sacking; 
he had precedence over everyone but the King; and he, in fact, repre- 
sented the King in Parliament, where he introduced and defended all 
his confiscating and murdering laws. He had been barbarous beyond 
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all description towards the unfortunate and unoffending monks and 
nuns... He had invented a way of bringing people to the block or the 
gallows without giving them any form of trial, without giving them even 
a hearing, but merely by passing a law to put them to death” (Ibid., 


- #189). 


8. “Now, however, when the churches were to be robbed of what 
remained in them, it was necessary to make a complete change in the 
form of worship... The total abolition of the Catholic worship was nec- 
essary to his projects of plunder... Every preparation being made, the 
robbery began and a general plunder took place by royal and parlia- 
mentary authority...The Book of Common Prayer was to put an end to 
all dissension; but its promulgation and the consequent robbery of the 
churches were followed by insurrection in many of the counties, by 
battles and executions by martial law... In Norfolk the insurrection was 
still more formidable, but was finally suppressed by the aid of foreign 
troops, and was also followed by the most barbarous executions” 
(Ibid., #200, 208, 212). 


9. “Three times the form of new worship was changed, and yet 
those who adhered to the old worship or who went beyond the new wor- 
ship were punished with the utmost severity. lis principal author was a 
man who had sent both Protestants and Catholics to the stake; who 
burnt people for adhering to transubstantiation, others for believing in 
it, and who now burnt others for disbelieving in it for reasons different 


from his own... The indigent, whom the Catholic Church had so ten- 


derly gathered under her wings, were now, merely for asking alms, 
branded with red-hot irons and made slaves, though no provision was 
made to prevent them from perishing with hunger and cold” (Ibid., 
#222). 


10. Henry VII passed Poor Laws which, “punished the persever- 
ing beggar by slicing off part of his ears, and, for a second offence, put 
him to death as a felon! This was the dawn of that ‘Reformation’ which 
we are still called upon to admire and praise” (Ibid., #470). 


ll. “Not only were men punished for not confessing that the new 
religion was the true one, not only for continuing to practice the reli- 
gion in which they and their fathers and children had been born and 
bred, but also punished for not actually going to the new assemblages, 
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and there performing what they must, if they were sincere, necessarily 
deem and act of open apostasy and blasphemy...The fines were so 
heavy and were exacted with such unrelenting rigour, and for the of- 
fence of recusancy alone the sums were so enormous, that the whole of 
‘the conscientious Catholics were menaced with utter ruin” (Ibid., 
#341-342), 


12. “To say mass, to hear mass, to make confession, to hear con- 
fession, to teach the Catholic religion, to be taught it, to keep from her 
church service, these were all great crimes, and all punished with 
greater or less degree of severity; so that the gallows and gibbets and 
racks were in constant use, and the gaols and dungeons choking with 
the victims” (Ibid., #343). 


13. “No Catholic or reputed Catholic had a moment's security or 
peace. At all hours, but generally in the night-time, the ruffians entered 
his house by breaking it open, rushed in different divisions into rooms, 
broke open closets, chests and drawers, rummaged beds and pockets, 
in short, searched every place and thing for priests, books, crosses, 
vestments or any person or thing appertaining to the Catholic worship. 
In order to pay the fines gentlemen were compelled to sell their estates 
piece by piece” (Ibid., #344). 


14. “They who had no money to pay fines with, were crammed 
into prison until the gaols could (which was very soon) hold no more, 
and until the counties petitioned to be relieved from the discharge of 
keeping them. They were then discharged, being first publicly whipped, 
or having their ears bored with a hot iron. This not answering the pur- 
pose, an act was passed to compel all ‘recusants’ not worth twenty 
marks a year to quit the country in three months after conviction, and 
to punish them with death in case of their return” (Ibid., #345). 


15. Penal codes were enacted against Catholics. Not only the En- 
glish who remained faithful to Rome knew of this policy, but even the 
Trish to whom not only life and civil rights were denied (until 1913), but 
whose lands were even robbed from them” (Messori, Chpt.VI, No. 36, 
Victims who must not be forgotten). 


16. “In England this code (1) Stripped the peers of their heredi- 
tary right to sit in Parliament; (2) it stripped gentlemen of their right to 
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be chosen members of the Common’s House; (3) it took from all the 
right to vote at elections, and though the Magna Charta says that no 
man shall be taxed without his own consent, it double-taxed every man 
who refused to abjure his religion and thus become an apostate; (6) it 
fined them for keeping away from that church to go to which they 
deemed apostasy; (7) it disabled them from keeping arms in their 
houses for their defence, from maintaining suits at law, from travelling 
five miles from their houses, and all these under heavy penalties in case 
of disobedience; (9) it enabled any four justices of the peace, in case a 
man had been convicted of not going to church, to call him before them, 
compel him to abjure his religion, or, if he refused, to sentence him to 
banishment for life (without judge or jury) and if he returned he was to 
suffer death; (10) it enabled any two justices of the peace to call before 
them, without any information, any man that they chose above sixteen 
years of age, and if such a man refused to abjure the Catholic religion 
and continued in his refusal for six months, he was rendered incapable 
of possessing land, and any land the possession of which might belong 
to him came into possession to the next Protestant heir; (11) it made 
such a man incapable of purchasing land, and all contracts made by 
him or for him were null and void; (15) any Catholic priest and any 
person who returned to the Catholic faith, or procured another to re- 
turn to it, this merciless, this sanguinary code punished with hanging, 
ripping out of the bowels, and quartering” (Ibid., #435). 


17. “In Ireland the code was still more ferocious; the Irish code 
contained, amongst many other violations of all the laws of justice and 
humanity, the following most savage punishments: (3) Any two justices 
of the peace might call before them any Catholic, order him to declare 
on oath where and when he heard mass, who were present, and the 
name and residence of any priest or schoolmaster that he might know 
of; and if he refused to obey this inhuman inquisition, they had power 
to condemn him (without judge or jury) to a year’s imprisonment in a 
felon’s gaol. (4) No Catholic could purchase any manors, nor even hold 
under a lease for more than thirty-one years. (5) Any Protestant, if he 
suspected any one of holding property in trust for a Catholic, or of be- 
ing concerned in any sale, lease, mortgage, or other contract for a 
Catholic, any Protestant thus suspecting might file a bill against the 
suspected trustee and take the estate or property from him. (6) Any 
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Protestant seeing a Catholic tenant of a farm, the produce of which 
farm exceeded the amount of the rent by more than one-third, might dis- 
possess the Catholic and enter on the lease in his stead. (7) Any Protes- 
tant seeing a Catholic with a horse worth more than five pounds might 
take the horse away from him upon tendering him five pounds. (8) In 
order to prevent the smallest chance of justice in these and similar 
cases, none but known Protestants were to be jurymen in the trial of 
such cases. (11) Property of a Protestant whose heir at law were Catho- 
lics was to go to the nearest Protestant relation. (14) All marriages be- 
tween Protestants and Catholics were annulled, though many children 
might have proceeded from them. (15) Every priest who celebrated a 
marriage between a Catholic and a Protestant, or between two Protes- 
tants, was condemned to be hanged. (16) A Catholic father could not be 
guardian to, or have the custody of, his own child, if the child, however 
young, pretended to be a Protestant. (18) If the wife of a Catholic chose 
to turn Protestant it set aside the will of the husband and made her a 
participator in all his possessions in spite of him. (19) If any one of the 
sons of a Catholic father became a Protestant, this son was to possess 
all the father had and the father could not sell, could not mortgage, 
could not leave legacies or portions out of his estate by whatever title 
he might hold it. (20) Lastly, the Church, as by law established was, in 
her great indulgence, pleased not only to open her doors, but to award 
(out of the taxes) thirty pounds a year for life to any Catholic priest 
who would abjure his religion and declare his belief in hers” (Ibid., 
#436). 


18. According to Raphael Holisend, a Protestant historian, Henry 
VIII executed 72,000 Catholics. His daughter, Elizabeth I, in very few 
years, also in the name of a “reformed” Christianity and, as such “puri- 
fied,” caused more victims...than the Spanish and Roman Inquisitions 
together in three centuries. From Geneva, Calvin sent messages to En- 
gland to incite extermination: “Whoever doesn’t want to kill a Papist is 
a traitor’ (Messori, VI, 36, Victimas que no hay que olvidar). 
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PART TE 
THE CATHOLIC SPANISH INQUISITION 


1. The word “inquisition” comes from “inquire,” not from “con- 
demnation,” because it involved inquiries into the corruptions intro- 
duced in Christian dogma and morals. 


2. The Inquisition was not invented in Spain, but came into being in 
response to the Albigensian heresy in France in the 13th century. (The 
patriarch, Moses, was one of the first personages in history to punish 
doctrinal or moral abuses. Cf. William Thomas Walsh, Characters of 
the Inquisition, 1, Moses). 


3. The Spanish Inquisition was Catholic because it was promul- 
gated by the popes and closely monitored by them. The popes and the 
kings modified the statutes in order to continually improve it and re- 
moved and changed judges as necessary. 


4. The Inquisition was established because innumerable letters from 
southern Spain, Andalusia, and especially from Seville, were sent to 
Rome protesting the many heresies and immoralities introduced into 
the Christian doctrine by false believers and converts. (As we have 
heard some Catholics say today, “Why doesn’t the Pope do something 
about priests and theologians whose teachings are contrary to the 
Church’s?” And slowly but surely the Holy See is exposing false theo- 
logians who spread their false teachings against Catholic dogma and 
aberrations in Christian morals). 


5. The decree to establish the Inquisition was given by Pope Sixtus 
IV in 1478 at the request of the Bishop of Osma. Queen Isabel did not 
promulgate it, but instead wanted first to try to reason with those intro- 
ducing false doctrine. For this she asked Cardinal Mendoza to prepare a 
new catechism in order to give a better understanding of the faith. 


The anti-Catholic historian Prescott writes about Isabel, “She never 
employed doubtful agents or sinister measures, but the most direct and 
open policy. She scorned to avail herself of advantages offered by the 
perfidy of others...Isabella, lived only for others - was ready at all times 
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to sacrifice self to considerations of public duty; and, far from personal 
resentments, showed the greatest condescension and kindness to those 
who had most sensibly injured her, while her benevolent heart sought 
every means to mitigate the authorized severities of the law, even to- 
ward the guilty” (Prescott, Vol. I, Chpt. XVID). 


6. After two years, when all efforts had failed, the Queen and the 
King, her husband, promulgated the papal decree. 


7. The Inquisition had jurisdiction only over those who claimed to 
be Christians. It did not have any jurisdiction over those who con- 
fessed themselves to be Jews or Muslims. 


8. The procedure regularly began with a month’s “period of grace” 
proclaimed by the officials whenever they came to a district where they 
had received many complaints. On those who confessed and repented 
of their own accord, a secret mild penance was imposed, but never 
a severe punishment. And the affair was concluded without detriment 
to the offender. 


9. Anyone who was accused and did not take advantage of the pe- 
riod of grace was brought before the court for questioning. The ac- 
cused person was asked to write a list of all his enemies. Any accu- 
sations or testimony from any person on that list was completely 
thrown out and could not be used against the accused. (This is 
something not done even in modern tribunals!) 


10. The accused was allowed the assistance of trained lawyers and 
had the right to refuse any judge whom he suspected of prejudice. A 
conviction could not be obtained without the substantial agreement of 
at least two witnesses, but more often than not, the number was much 
higher. False accusations were punished with severe penalties. 


11. There was a very detailed “inquiry” into the veracity of the ac- 
cusations. The judges and their methods were frequently revised and 
changed by the monarchs and the popes, who frequently had discus- 
sions among themselves on how justice was exercised. 


12. Judged by the standards of its times, the Spanish Inquisition 
was neither unjust in its procedures nor cruel in its punishments. The 
penalties, proportioned to the seriousness of the crime, ranged from a 
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mild reprimand or public demonstration of penance to barring from 
public office. Sometimes there was banishment from the city, or flog- 
ging, or confiscation of goods, or incarceration — which many times 
was merely house arrest. The ultimate and therefore most rare punish- 
ment was burning. 


13. According to the new information presented by the BBC docu- 
mentary, there were more men and women executed in one day during 
the French Revolution than the Spanish Inquisition handed over to ex- 
ecution during the entire 16th century. The French Revolution guillo- 
tined 50 heads in one day, the Spanish Inquisitions handed over 40-50 
people for execution during the whole of the 16th century (BBC Docu- 
mentary, The Myth of the Spanish Inquisition, Warren Carroll, The 
Guillotine and the Cross, Chpt. IX, Rally of the Martyrs). 


14. The “infamous” auto de fe was not at all like the execution 
scenes which took place in England (See Appendix concerning the pub- 
lic acts of execution). On the contrary it was a public declaration of rec- 
onciliation with the Church, that is an “act of faith.” Most of the sen- 
tences, as stated above, were mere penances by which the vast majority 
of the people were absolved. 


15. The death penalty was a very common type of punishment for 
many crimes up until the 20th century which, though claiming to be so 
enlightened in regards to the death penalty, is the bloodiest of all centu- 
ries with its wars and persecutions. Between World War I and World 
War II it is calculated that roughly 50 million people died. In Russia 
alone, between the Great Purge of Stalin, the suppression of peasants 
and workers rebelling against the Communist Revolution, people starv- 
ing to death in the Ukraine, religious persecution, etc., it is calculated 
that about 40 million people died. The Communist Revolution in China 
claims 80 million people dead. In Cambodia, at least 2 million. In Viet- 
nam, at least 1 million. In Spain, 1 million. Several million in Czecho- 
slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Lithuania, Estonia and other countries 
around Russia. 


16. The Catholic Spanish Inquisition, just in terms of the numbers 
of people executed, is nothing but a kitty-cat, or even just a little 
mouse, in comparison with the killing monster of Communism. Never- 
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theless, the amazing thing is that in so much of the literature (for sure, 
biased) it is painted as a much more lethal beast. 


17. The number of executions does not approach the witch-buming 
sprees which claimed 100,000 victims in Germany and 30,000 in Great 
Britain, and so many more in New England. Many times the little local 
minister who condemned the people was more fanatic than those poor 
women, who frequently were nothing but eccentric individuals with 
some possible emotional problems. The lack of “inquiry,” (inquisition) 
the lack of due judicial process, and the unreasonable mob-mentality 
expediency led to enormous injustices, including the burning of many 
innocent women, whereas the Inquisition imposed restraint and peace 
until the case could be properly and fairly investigated. Since the 
witchburning “procedures” were not formal tribunals they also lacked 
the possibility of appeal, which is a basic human right. The Inquisition 
had many different levels of appeal in order to safeguard justice. 


18. It is a fact that persons accused of other crimes preferred to have 
their cases brought before the court of the Inquisition wherever pos- 
sible, or transferred to it from other tribunals. Modern historians say 
that the court of the Spanish Inquisition was the most humane and im- 
partial one of the times. 


19. The Inquisition, looking for the purity of the Christian faith, 
prevented the multiplication of Christian sects that happened in Central 
Europe, England and New England. This multiplication of sects by in- 
dividuals, who claimed to be inspired by God, dragged these countries 
into catastrophic civil wars with thousands and thousands of casualties. 
As the Protestant historian William Cobbett complains, “Here, then we 
are, at the end of three hundred years from the day when Henry VIII be- 
gan the work of ‘Reformation’; here we are, after passing through 
scenes of plunder and of blood such as the world never beheld before; 
here we are with these awful questions still before us; and here we are, 
too, with forty sorts of Protestant religion, instead of the one fold in 
which our forefathers lived for nine hundred years; here we are, di- 
vided and split up into sects, each condemning all the rest to eternal 
flames” (Cobbett., #448). 


20. The period when the Inquisition was most active coincides with 
the period of Spain’s Golden Age, when she was the world leader not 
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only economically and militarily, but also in the field of education, lit- 
erature and art. It is the same epoch which produced Spain’s three most 
famous poets: Cervantes, Calderon and Lope de Vega. It is also the pe- 
riod during which the famous Complutensian Polyglot Bible was pre- 
pared and published (finished in 1517, fifteen years after its com- 
mencement) under Cardinal Cisneros at the University of Alcala de 
Hinares near Madrid. (cf. Prescott, Vol. II, Chpt. XX). 


21. Not only did the Inquisition prevent the persecutions of inno- 
cent people, but also screened out a plague of false prophets and mys- 
tics, ensuring the purity of faith and the soundness of doctrine and spiri- 
tuality of such great saints as St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, who turned out to be the luminaries of the Church and the 
world. 


22. Precisely, this multiplication of false prophets and mystics in 
other parts of Europe produced a proliferation of sects which were the 
cause of horrendous wars, not only with the Catholic Church, but with 
each other, bathing Europe and America with blood for two or even 
three centuries. Millions of people died. None of these bloody religious 
wars happened in Catholic Spain. 


23. We should thank with all our hearts, the Church, the Popes, and 
the Spanish Inquisition for its legality, fairness, and clemency due to its 
Catholic thinking based on the consistent moral teaching of the Catho- 
lic Church by which millions of souls were saved from confusion, con- 
tradiction, hatred, poverty and death. The fact that 60% of the Catholic 
Church is in Spanish America today is in great part a fruit of the purity 
of faith brought about by the Spanish Inquisition. 


APPENDIX 


The following are some examples of the cruelty of the times, com- 
mon in the other courts of world, which will give one an idea of the 
great restraint, justice, and humaneness practiced by the Inquisition, 
which never permitted these cruelties in punishment and executions. 


(16th century Ottoman Empire:) 


“Sultan Murad IT, who ruled from 1574 to 1595, sired more than a 
hundred children and was survived by twenty sons. The eldest, succeed- 
ing to the throne as Mehmet III, strangled his nineteen brothers and 
also, to be certain of liquidating any possible competition, murdered 
seven of his father’s concubines who happened to be pregnant” (Robert 
Massie, Peter the Great, Chpt. 40, The Sultan’s World). 


(17th century England :) 


“On ‘Hanging Day’ workmen, shopkeepers, and apprentices left 
their jobs to jam the streets, joking, and laughing, and hoping to catch 
a glimpse of the condemned’s face. Wealthy ladies and gentlemen paid 
for places in windows and balconies overlooking the route from 
Newgate Prison to Tyburn, where executions took place, or, best of all, 
in wooden stands especially erected. Execution was the penalty for 
treason: hanging, drawing and quartering. The condemned man was 
strung up until he was almost dead from strangulation, then cut down, 
disemboweled while still alive, beheaded, and his trunk was then 
chopped into quarters” (Ibid., Chpt. 16, Peter in England). 


(18th century Sweden:) 


“\.the Swedish court condemned him to be broken alive on the 
wheel, beheaded and his body quartered. Patkul’s composure finally 
deserted him when he was tied to the wheel. The executioner, a local 
peasant, gave him fifteen blows with a sledge hammer, breaking his 
arms and legs, and then started on his chest. Patkul screamed and 
groaned, and then when he could cry out no longer, he gurgled, “Take 
off my head.” The inexperienced executioner gave him four blows with 
a country ax before the neck was finally severed. the body was cut into 
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quarters and exposed on the wheel, and his head was set on a post by 
the highway” (bid., Chpt. 30 Polish Quagmire). 


(18th century Russia:) 


“The executions of those condemned to a cruel death took place on 
March 26 in Red Square under the Kremlin walls before a huge crowd 
of spectators which foreigners estimated at 200,000 to 300,000. The 
Bishop of Rostov and three others were broken with hammers and left 
to die slowly on the wheel. A worse fate was reserved for Glebov, 
Eudoxia’s lover. He was first beaten with the knout and burned with 
red-hot irons and glowing coals. Then he was stretched on a plank with 
spikes puncturing his flesh and left there for three days. Still he refused 
to confess treason. Finally, he was impaled... 


Nine months later, the second phase of this grim retribution took 
place in Red Square. Prince Shcherbatov, who had been friendly to the 
Toarevich, was publicly knouted and then his tongue was cut out and 
his nose sliced off” (ibid., Chpt. 54, The Future on Trial). 
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